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PROFILE
Park L. Rankin, AIA,
Chapter President
Firm: Damianos and Associates
Training: Kent State University, Bachelor of
Architecture.
Personals: Married. one child.
I*isure Time Actiaities; I enjoy tennis, golf,
and ceramics. I also like to play around with
architectural design problems, without the
budget constraints you have on the job.
Specialtg: I combine construction adminis-
tration and business managiement with the
technical end of putting a building togiether.
We've done a lot of health care projects and
research laboratories. These are complicat-
ed projects which require a lot of interface
between the architect and a large number of
consultants.
When and Whg You Chose Architecture
as a Coreer: My family has always been in-
volved in the building industry. I'm the third
generation Rankin in construction. I started
out college in engineering but fell in love with
architecture after my freshman year. Architec-
ture allows you to meld art with enSineering.
Faaorite Project or Building: The most en-
joyable and satrsfying was Canonsburg Gener-
al Hospital. It's a community hospital,
complicated, but not extremely large. It had
some strong design components. Canonsburg
is also the community I was raised in, so I
enjoyed retuming to my hometown and build-
ing a new hospital.
Fsaorite Pittsburgh Building: There are a
lot of historic buildings that I admire, but
about five years ago I discovered some fine
buildings at Duquesne University. I particu-
larly like Schweikher's Student Union and
Mim van der Rohe's science building. It's a
fanciful building, a monument to a style.
Foaorite Building in the Woild: The Na-
tional Gallery in Washington by I.M. Pei.
Most Enjogable Aspect of Architecture:
Successful completion. It's not so much the
accolades, but the feeling you Eiet when the
owner walks into the building and says, you've
done a €ood job, you've satisfied the needs,
we're satisfied with the product.
Least Enjogable: The period of construc-
tion: getting the contractors and subcontrac-
tors toSether, meeting the budget by bidding
the job and actually going through the
process from the foundation up. We ltemize
it in our budget as administration. It's enjoy-
able in the sense that you're out there put-
ting it together, but that's where most of the
problems occur. It's very much a hands-on
problem solving process and there's an ur-
gency to it so you have to respond quickly.
It's like eatin€ spinach. Once you acquire a

taste for it, is it really all that bad?
World's Greatest Architect: I look back to
Le Corbusier as a person who fine-tuned a
style of architecture and technology.
Most Aestheticallg Pleasing Cr'fy; I need to
judge a city by spending a lot of time there,
to explore the fabric of a city. Many urban
centers in the United States have their

problems, but I most enjoy Washin€ton, D.C.
It's the only U.S. city which is a city-state.
Some of the great European cities were once
city-states. From that history of wealth and
power they developed a grandeur. Our urban
development is only about 200 years old.
Washington, as the head of government, is
probably one of the wealthiest cities we have.
It's the only city covered with marble, laid out
with an elaborate plan. I think it's the most
beautiful city we have because of its grandeur,
its planning.
Adoice to a Student of Architecture: The
most important thing a student needs to de-
velop is patience. The career is not obtained
by receiving a diploma. The three year intem-
ship is an in-depth training process for actu-
al practice. Use that time to gain as much
experience as you can. Learn to question,
judge, value, challenge and improve yourself
and the profession.

"Architecture allows gou to meld art with
engineering."

Archi-Dec Floor Covering Continues
To Be Awarded Commercial Carpet

Contracts Because

To our end users, our carpets say "style,
value and performance." Commercial and
residential carpets by Archi-Dec Floor-
covering are enEiineered with the finest
quality fibers. Density, resilience, soil and
static resistance are built-in features.

REFERENCES:
Camalt Elementary School, Brentwood High School, St.
Anthony's khool, Carlow Campu Srhcnl, Holg Rosary khool,
Carlou College, FAA Office of Allegheny Countg Airport, The
Schenleg House, Burlington Coat Factorg (Southland,
Monroeuille, Cleueland and Niles, Ohio), The Whales Tale,
Nomin Adminfiration, Cama Associates, The Wine Restaurant,
Our Ladg of Fatima Church in Aliquippa, Merle Noman
Cosmehcs. PPC2.
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FLOORCOVERING, INC.

2508 Brownsville Rd., Pgh., Pa. 15210 (Carrick)
26 Years of Experience in Retail and Commercial Carpet Sales
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