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East Liberty has experienced a great amount of change over the past decade. New developments and businesses have 
been popping up from the South and have uplifted the community economically in amazing ways. But with so much 

economic change also brings cultural change and the demographics of East Liberty has altered in many ways. 

Long time residents of East Liberty, made up of mostly African Americans, have not seen this much change since 
Urban Renewal of the 50s and 60s. This recent change has had far more positive effects on the city and its 
residents however, there is still a large wealth and culture gap between the existing residents and the new 

swath of young professionals that have been moving in over the past ten years. 

The STEP intends to provide a multitude of services and events to 
the community, both old and new. By taking this well constructed 

old bank and repurposing it to be a community gathering and 
experimental art center it aims to take the steps to better 

integrate the existing and new residents and hopefully 
create a stronger community.

The site is perfectly situated to merge these two characteristics of East Liberty. The building aims to 
act as the hub of communal and artistic activity being used whenever planned. East of 

the building, a new parklet would be open to the community whenever weather permits. 
West of the building, where the closed CVS sits could one day be a large park that 

could further expand the possibilities of this site for the community.

Across Penn Ave lies a sizeable vacant site where two buildings were recently demolished 
that had significant importance to the community. Considering its frontage on Penn its 

nearly 40 % larger site, and easy access to the public parking located in the rear, it could 
potentially act as a less expensive and better alternative to Citizen and Chase bank.         
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The STEP is made up of three parts: The Landing, The Steps and the Parklet The STEP is aimed to be a Communal Gathering and Experimental Art Center available to all 
who call East Liberty home, both longtime and new. Repurposing this unique Mellon Bank 
would be the step toward a more united community that has seen considerable change over the 
last decade. With the residents help and creativity the goal would be for this to become a local 
cultural hub of activity that is greatly beneficial to the community.

Standing as a testament to Urban Renewal, the Old Mellon Bank has a well-built exterior and an interesting original 
layout. The design of The STEP intends to provide minimal but impactful updates and additions to the existing 
building. Modules made from wood, sliding glass panels and an artsy fountain are some examples of strategies 
used throughout to better the space for its new purpose. But utilizing unique aspects of the building like the 
exterior deposit boxes, existing marble walls and the unique coffered ceilings will be rejuvenated and reutilized 
to better the space and its functions.

The Landing acts as the Gathering Center of The STEP. Designated to 
accommodate large crowds for community events, it is equipped with 

flexible seating modules that can be moved and utilized as needed. 
Sliding glass panels at the entrance along Penn Ave and large 

rolling doors on the perpendicular walls allow the Landing to 
blur the line between inside and out when weather permits. 

The Grand Staircase allows easy access 
to the mezzanine level.    

The Steps utilizes the distinctive stepped condition the building design uses to fit 
on the site and repurposes it to accomodate the Experimental Art Center. 

Each Step is assigned with its own Artistic category designated by 
color and features distinctive stages, seating modules, performative 

balconies, and a food vendor kiosk. Sliding glass panels further 
help blur the line between inside and out and provide 

multiple entry points when desired. The core, 
will be updated to provide essential utilities as 

well as being utilized for artistic purposes.   

The goal would be for everyone interested to be 
able to express themselves in whatever way

possible even beyond these designations.
In time the community users should 

make these spaces their own.

The Parklet is meant to be an extension of The STEP 
when possible but can be used by the community 
whenever desired. Designing around the original 

trees on site, the Parklet features a stage for 
performances, a fountain with sculpture, 
and vegetation that encloses the space 

providing relief from the busy 
adjacent streets.
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East Liberty has experienced a great amount of change over the past decade. New developments and businesses have been 

popping up from the South and have uplifted the community economically in amazing ways. But with so much economic 

change also brings cultural change and the demographics of East Liberty has altered in many ways. Long-time residents of East 

Liberty, made up of mostly African Americans, have not seen this much change since Urban Renewal of the 50s and 60s. This 

recent change has had far more positive effects on the city and its residents, however there is still a large wealth and culture 

gap between the existing residents and the new swath of young professionals that have been moving in over the past ten years. 

The site is perfectly situated to merge these two characteristics of East Liberty. The building aims to act as the hub of communal 

and artistic activity being used whenever planned. East of the building, a new parklet would be open to the community 

whenever weather permits. West of the building, where the closed CVS sits could one day be a large park that could further 

expand the possibilities of this site for the community. Across Penn Ave lies a sizeable vacant site where two buildings were 

recently demolished that had significant importance to the community. Considering its frontage on Penn its nearly 40 % larger 

site, and easy access to the public parking located in the rear, it could potentially act as a less expensive and better alternative 

to Citizen and Chase bank. 

The STEP intends to provide a multitude of services and events to the community, both old and new. By taking this well 

constructed old bank and repurposing it to be a community gathering and experimental art center it aims to take the steps to 

better integrate the existing and new residents and hopefully create a stronger community. 

The STEP is aimed to be a Communal Gathering and Experimental Art Center available to all who call East Liberty home, both 

longtime and new. Repurposing this unique Mellon Bank would be the step toward a more united community that has seen 

considerable change over the last decade. With the residents help and creativity the goal would be for this to become a local 

cultural hub of activity that is greatly beneficial to the community. 

Standing as a testament to Urban Renewal, the Old Mellon Bank has a well-built exterior and an interesting original layout. The 

design of The STEP intends to provide minimal but impactful updates and additions to the existing building. Modules made 

from wood, sliding glass panels and an artsy fountain are some examples of strategies used throughout to better the space for 

its new purpose. But utilizing unique aspects of the building like the exterior deposit boxes, existing marble walls and the 

unique coffered ceilings will be rejuvenated and reutilized to better the space and its functions. 

The STEP is made up of three parts: The Landing, The Steps and the Parklet 

The Landing acts as the Gathering Center of The STEP. Designated to accommodate large crowds for community events, it is 

equipped with flexible seating modules that can be moved and utilized as needed. Sliding glass panels at the entrance along 

Penn Ave and large rolling doors on the perpendicular walls allow the Landing to blur the line between inside and out when 

weather permits. The Grand Staircase allows easy access to the mezzanine level.     

The Steps utilizes the distinctive stepped condition the building design uses to fit on the site and repurposes it to accommodate 

the Experimental Art Center. Each Step is assigned with its own Artistic category designated by color and features distinctive 

stages, seating modules, performative balconies and a food vendor kiosk. Sliding Glass panels further help blur the line between 

inside and out and provide multiple entry points when desired. The updated core, located near the center, will provide essential 

utilities as well as being utilized for artistic purposes.    

The Parklet is meant to be an extension of The STEP when possible but can be used by the community whenever desired. 

Designing around the original trees on site, the Parklet features a stage for performances, a fountain with sculpture, and 

vegetation that encloses the space providing relief from the busy adjacent streets. 

The goal would be for everyone interested to be able to express themselves and gather in whatever way possible even beyond 

these designations. In time the community users should make these spaces and the building their own. 


